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SUBJECT: ERITREAN REPRESENTATIVES PLEDGE AMERICAN KIDNAP VICTIMS 
WILL NOT BE HARMED 

1. OCT. 28 PRESS REPORTED THAT ERITREAN REPS AHMAD NASSIR 
(REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL) AND UTHMAN SABBE (PLF) HAD MET 
PREVIOUS DAY WITH BAATH PARTY DEPSECGEN ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR, 

AIR FORCE COMMANDER NAJI JAMIL, AND INTERIOR MIN ALI ZAZA. 
DISCUSSIONS CENTERED ON "CONDITIONS IN ERITREA AND 
SUCCESSIVE VICTORIES ACHIEVED BY REVOLUTIONARY FORCES." 

2. OCT. 29 PRESS REPORTED PRESS CONFERENCE BY "UNITED 
DELEGATION OF ERITREAN REVOLUTION" IN WHICH ERITREAN REPS 
LAUDED SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR ERITREAN GOALS, NOTING 

THAT FIRST SUPPLIES OF AUTOMATIC WEAPONS TO REACH REVO- 
LUTIONARIES ARRIVED FROM SYRIA IN 1963, AND FIRST ROCKETS 
"LAUNCHED TO LIBERATE ERITREAN TOWNS" ALSO 
ORIGINATED IN SYRIA. REPS ASSERTED THAT UNIFI- 
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HAD FINALLY BEEN IMPLEMENTED AND CLAIMED THAT ERITREAN 
FIGHTERS NUMBER 25,000, APART FROM POPULAR MILITIA 
FORCES FOR WHICH NO FIGURES GIVEN. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION ABOUT ABDUCTION OF CIVILIANS, 
AHMAD NASSIR STATED: "PERSONS KIDNAPPED ARE NOT 
CIVILIANS AS ALLEGED BUT AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
WORKING AT AMERICAN BASES IN ERITREA AND PARTICIPATING 
WITH ETHIOPIAN FORCES IN CAMPAIGNS TO EXTERMINATE 
ERITREAN PEOPLE." NASSIR EMPHASIZED THAT ABDUCTIONS 
CARRIED OUT ONLY AFTER APPEALS TO USG TO HALT SHIPMENT 
OF ARMS SUPPLIES TO ETHIOPIA IGNORED. "THEREFORE WE 
WERE FORCED INTO THIS ACTION IN ORDER TO PREVENT SHIP 
MENT OF AMERICAN WEAPONS TO ETHIOPIAN REGIME." NASSIR 
ADDED SIGNIFICANTLY THAT ERITREAN FORCES WOULD NOT HARM 
ANY OF KIDNAP VICTIMS. HE CONCLUDED WITH RENEWED APPEAL 
TO AMERICAN TO STOP ARMS SHIPMENTS TO ETHIOPIAN MILITARY. 
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